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Southowrarq  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


Annual  Report 

For  the  Year  1904. 

- +++ - 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Southowram  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1904. 
Once  again  the  general  health  has  been  good,  although  the  weather 
during  the  winter  season  has  been  very  trying,  and  the  death  rate  is 
therefore  comparatively  low.  Specially  low  is  the  Infant  Mortality. 

We  have  had  more  Infectious  Disease  than  usual,  but  it  has 
never  attained  the  dimensions  of  an  Epidemic,  as  it  unfortunately  did 
in  the  districts  immediately  surrounding  us.  Particularly  fortunate 
were  we  in  escaping  even  the  single  case  of  smallpox.  The  alarm 
was,  indeed,  raised,  but  happily  the  case  placed  under  surveillance  for 
24  hours  declared  itself  as  Chicken  Pox. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

hi  our  faithful  servant, 

B.  E.  1.  EDWARDS,  Pq.B.,  C.N|.,  F.R.I.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  •Statistics. 


- - 

Population.— Calculated  at  2938. 

Births.— The  Births  number  79,  composed  of  45  Males,, 
34  Females,  being  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  26*9  per  thousand,, 
as  compared  with  30  last  year  and  an  average  for  the  previous  ten 
years  of  237  per  thousand. 

Deaths. — The  Deaths  number  40,  composed  of  31  Males; 
and  9  Females,  and  being  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  13*6  per 
thousand,  as  compared  with  13-8  last  year  and  an  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years  of  16-1  per  thousand.  Of  these  deaths  3  were  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Coroner,  two  being  due  to  accident.  Only  one  death 
was  recorded  as  due  to  Infectious  Disease,  viz.,  Diphtheria.  The 
female  deaths  are  numerically  very  small,  being  equivalent  to  an 
annual  rate  of  only  3  per  thousand. 

Table  IV.  shews  the  diseases  to  which  these  deaths  were  due,, 
while  below  are  the  rates  due  to  the  principal  groups  of  these  diseases. 

General  Death  Rate .  13*6 

Death  Rate  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  0.3 

,,  ,,  Phthisis  .  1 '4 

,,  ,,  Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  27 

Infant  Mortality  .  88- 


infectious  disease. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During*  1904. 


Date. 

District. 

i 

Disease. 

Sent  to 
Hospital  ox* 
Nui'sed 
at  Home. 

Remarks. 

Feb. 

Hill  Top 

Typhoid 

Home 

Old  Walled  Drain 

May 

Marsh  Fane 

5  J 

Hosp. 

Suspicious 

Tune 

Oct. 

Chancery  B’ld’gs 

S’rlet  F’vr 

” 

WMter  Supply 
|  Probable  Source 

Towngate 

” 

f  School  at  Halifax 

Nov. 

Brookfoot 

3  5 

5  ? 

) 

Dec. 

J  5 

5  ? 

5  ? 

New  Street 

?  > 

5  ? 

Diphtheria 

i 

1 

?  > 

?  5 

Home 

i 

j.  In  One  House 
Fatal 

Eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  as  above,  were  reported 
during  the  year,  viz.,  two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  five  cases  of 
Scarlatina,  and  one  of  Diphtheria. 


The  source  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
.ascertained,  but  in  the  one  case  an  old  walled  dram  was  found  under 
the  house,  allowing  leakage  of  sewage;  and  in  the  other  the  water 
supply  derived  from  a  trough  appeared  to  be  liable  to  contamination 
from  surface  drainage.  A  sample  of  the  water  submitted  to  analysis 
shewed  evidence  of  such  contamination.  In  both  cases  steps  were 
taken  to  remedy  the  defects. 

The  first  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  appear  to  have  been 
•contracted  at  the  school  which  the  children  attended  in  Halifax.  The 
remaining  three  cases  occurred  successively  in  one  family,  the  first 
•case  having  been  ill  sufficiently  long  to  infect  the  others  before  the 
mother  considered  it  necessary  to  call  in  medical  advice.  The  source 
of  the  first  case  was  uncertain. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria,  which  was  untraced,  was  a  very 
severe  one,  dying  the  same  day  it  was  reported.  A  few  cases  of 
Chicken  Pox  have  occurred,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  a  good  many  cases  of  Measles. 
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Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Privy  Middens. — I  have  again  to  emphasize  the  remarks 
I  made  last  year  upon  the  difficulty  of  getting  these  places  emptied. 

There  are  still  18  ashpits  that  require  covering,  and  18  privies 
that  have  no  ashpit  accommodation  to  them. 

Cesspools. — These  have  again  had  to  forcibly  proclaim 
themselves  a  nuisance  before  steps  were  taken  to  empty  them. 


Departmental  isDork. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  Tripe-boiling  and  Soap-making 
works  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  their  Sanitary  arrangements 
found  satisfactory. 

Faetory  and  Workshop  Aet,  1901.— One  Factory 
and  two  Workshops  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  fulfil  all  legal 
requirements. 

One  bakehouse  has  been  opened  during  the  year.  It  is  con¬ 
structed  upon  the  most  modern  and  approved  principle  and  is  in  every 
way  satisfactory. 


table  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during-  1904  and  previous  years. 
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Table  3*  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  Year  1904. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 


Small-pox  . 

Cholera  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

Typhus  fever  . 

Enteric  fever  . 

Relapsing  fever  _ 

Continued  fever  .... 

Puerperal  fever  . 

Plague  . 


*  s  c  “  6  i 


Totals 


At 

all 

ages 


p 

pi 

CD 

1  to  5 

l -t 

h-> 

8 


5  to 
15 


15  to 
25 


25  to 
65 


4 


pi 

01 
jj  Ox 

p  P 
>1  P 

p.  p, 

OB 


EL  Brighouse  Joint  Hospital. 


o 

°  CD 

td® 

P5  B 

r+-  ^ 

i—1 

Cl 
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Table  (4)  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death 

DURING  THE  YEAR  I904. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 

DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

All 

Ages 

U’dr 

1 

1  and 
u’d’r 
5 

5  and 
u’d’r 
15 

15  & 
11’d’r 
25 

25  & 
u’d’r 
65 

65  & 
up- 
w’ds. 

1 

1 

U  pntneria  ana  iviemoranouis  uroup  . 

Ppvpr  T'vnlmiH  . 

Plague  . . 

uiner  sepnc  ciiBfcciiaes  . 

4 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

U  U.  Ucl  U til'd*!  CiJLfe^cttDt/ts  . . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

Fvnn  nil  Hi  s  . 

.... 

. 

2 

4 

1 

Pnpnmnni!)  . 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs  . 

2 

1 

1 

il  10011  Oil  bill  O/  III  IlUbib  11 V  cl  #•••••••••••••••••••• 

Prcnnoihira  "hnH",n  . . . 

3 

1 

6 

2 

3 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  uarturition  . 

1 

4 

i 

2 

. 

A  pplrl PTl t  q  . . ......  .  A  A  A  A  A . . 

1 

..  .. 

All  other  cause®  . . 

10 

1 

7 

3 

6 

1 

2 

4 

19 

2 

5 

All  causes  . 

40 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR,  1904,  FOR 
THE,  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHOWRAM. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 


and  Homework. 

i. ---INSPECTION.  Including  Inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspecti’ns 

IV  ritten 
Notices. 

Prosecut’s 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

2 

Workshops . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces . 

3 

Homeworkers'  Premises  . 

Total . 

5 

2. --DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Refer  ’c 
to  H.M. 
Insp’t’r 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:—* 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

Want  of  Ventilation . 

Over  crowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  nuisances  . 

t Sanitary  accommodations  :  — 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

Not  separate  for  sexes . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act:  — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(S.  101)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (SlS.97  to  100) . 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107). 
Giving  out  work  to  be  done  in  premises  which 
are :  — 

Unwholesome  (S.  108) . 

Infected  (S.  110)  . 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in 
premises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  small¬ 
pox  (S.  109) . 

Other  offences 

0 

£ 

O 

NONE. 

0 

0 

O 

£ 

0 

0 

O 

£ 

Total . 

1 

*  Including  those,  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory 
Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

t  For  districts  not  in  London  state  here  whether  Section  22  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  b^  the  District 
Council;  and  if  so  what  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  ac¬ 
commodation  for  persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops  has  been 
enforced. 
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-OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of' 
Factories : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  133)  . 

Action  taken  in  matter©  referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spectors  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  Act 
O.  5):  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector . 

Reports  of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  In¬ 
spectors  . 


NONE!. 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101):  — 
In  us©  during*  1903  . 

Certificates  granted — 

In  1903  . 

In  1904  . 


In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 


Homework :  — 

Lists  of  Outworkers^  (S.  107):  — 

Lists  received  . 

Addresses  of  outworkers  :  — 

Forwarded  to  other  Authorities  ... 
Received  from  other  Authorities  ... 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  pre¬ 
mises  :  — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  (jS.  108)  . 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  home- 
workers'’  premises  . 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected 
premises  (S>.  110)  . 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  of 
1904.— 


^+H  CQ  _ _ 

O  d  Cl)  <3 

Q  CO  ^ 

r-j  -4— ’ 

o  £ 
za  ft  ft  £ 

CD  O  03  f-i 

m  m  a 

g  £  T  P 

ft  S 

a  ® 


&  ft  <33 
O  O  S 


cc  CQ 
►>  K* 


<3 

-4-3 

o  o  o 
^  ^  '$■ 
a 


ft 


3 


Number  of 

Lists.  Outworkers. 


NONE. 


Wearing 

Apparel;  Other. 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ... 


#  The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year  s  figuies 
required  in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half- 
yearly  totals. 
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TABLE.  Co  1904. 

Southowram  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  B.  E.  i.  Edwards. 

Salary  £10. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  Morley. 

Salary  £20. 

What  other  position  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ?  None. 

Water  Supply — 

Quality,  Good.  Action  on  Lead,  Slight. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1904  ?  No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?  Brookfoot. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ?  No. 

Is  rainful  from  roads  excluded  ?  No. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1904  ?  None. 

Sewage  Disposal — 

System  adopted  :  Filtration  and  bacterial. 

Any  extensions  in  1904  ?  No. 

Any  complaint  in  neighbourhood  of  sewage  works  ?  No. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  sanitary 
staff,  by  contractors,  or  by  owners  and  tenants  ?  Owners 
and  tenants. 

Any  inadequacy  of  scavenging  ?  Inadequate  all  over  district. 
Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1904  (or  parts)  ?  None. 

Any  diseases  added  to  notification  schedule,  e.g.,  measles, 
chicken-pox,  &c.  ?  None. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  ?  No. 

By-laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1904? 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  ?  No. 

(b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 

1890  ?  No. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 

Dis¬ 

trict. 

No.  on 

Re¬ 

gister 

No. 

inspee 

ted. 

General  Condition  ? 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Canal  Boats 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Cowsheds... 

Offensive  Trades... 

2 

2 

2 

Good. 

Tripe  boiling. 
Soap  making. 

. 
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Cowsheds — 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1904  ?  No. 

Infectious  Disease — 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  ?  None. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ?  By  sulphur  and  washing. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1904?  No. 

Schools  — 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1904  ?  Measles. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act — 

No.  of  workshops  in  the  district,  as  per  register  ?  Four. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1904  ?  Four. 

Legal  proceedings  ?  None. 

No.  of  bakehouses  included  in  above  ?  One. 

No.  of  domestic  workshops  ?  None. 

Dwellings — 

Number  of  houses  built  during  1904  ?  None. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?  No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?  No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts  ?  No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ?  Yes. 

Are  records  kept  ?  No. 

Nuisances--- 

Total  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903  ?  None. 

At  close  of  1904  ?  One. 

Reported  during  1904,  25.  Abated  during  1904,  24. 

Total  number  of  legal  notices  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances 
during  1904  ?  None. 

Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  ? 
None. 

No.  of  sink  wastes  trapped  during  1904  ?  Four. 

No.  of  closets  newly  constructed  during  1904  ?  19. 

Kinds  ?  18  privies  and  1  w.c. 

What  Action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  following 
Matters  ? — 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1904  attributable  to 
Arsenical  beer  ?  No. 

Ptomaines?  No, 

Lead-contaminated  water  ?  No. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District?  Three. 

Any  need  for  extension  ?  No. 

Any  need  for  closure  ?  No. 

Births  During  1904 — 

Males,  45.  Females,  34.  Total  79. 

Deaths  During  1904— 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  district, 

without  any  coirection  ?  40. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated---Males, 

31  ;  Females,  9  ;  Total  40. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above,  3. 

Sanitary  Requirements  for  District,  and  Suggestions  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health— More  efficient  scavenging. 
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Southowram  Sanitary  District. 

Inspector  s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work,  &c  ,  completed  in  the  year 

ending  31st  December,  1904. 

Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year  .  25 

Number  of  Inspections  made .  151 

Results  of  Inspection. 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  to  Houses  and 

Premises . Nil. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  .  5 

H  ouse  Drains. 

Repaired  and  Cleansed  .  10 

Trapped  or  Ventilated  .  4 

Privies  and  Water  Closets. 

Repaired  and  Cleansed  .  Nil. 

New  provided— 18  Privies  and  1  W.  C .  19 

Ashpits. 

Repaired  and  Covered  in .  2 

New  Provided  ...  2 

Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  Water  .  13 

Streets  Drained. 

Names  and  Number,  Grove  Terrace .  2 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Lodging-houses  registered  under  35th  Clause  of 

Sanitary  Act,  1886 .  Nil. 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dang,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal, 

or  other  refuse .  Nil. 

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept  .  Nil. 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  regularly  inspected  ...  Nil. 

Other  Proceedings,  e.g.,  Legal  Proceedings  .  Nil. 

Number  of  Nuisances  left  unabated  ending  1903 .  Nil. 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1904  ...  . .  24 

Number  of  Nuisances  left  unabated  ending  1903 .  1 

(Signed)  E.  MORLEY, 

Nuisiance  Inspector  to  the  Urban  District  Council, 


Southowram. 


